Using Symbols to Subtract Fractions

Quick Review

The strategies for subtracting fractions are similar to those for adding fractions.

» If the denominators are the same, subtract the numerators.
Then write the difference over the common denominator.

4 fifths - 1 fifth = 3 fifths
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» If the denominators are different, subtract equivalent fractions
with the same denominator.

To subtract % - %, find the lowest common multiple of 2 and 8.
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Multiples of 2 are: 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, ... .~ Since8isa
| multiple of 2,8 s
Multiples of 8 are: 8, 16, 24, ... - thelowest
: common multip

The lowest common muitiple of 2 and 8 is 8.  of2apds.

Write equivalent fractions using 8 as the denominator.
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1. Subtract.

a7 _3_ b3 _1_ 09 . 2 _
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The multiples of 4 are: _

Thé.mul_tiples of 12 are:

A multiple of 4 and 12 is: _

Use this as a common denominator.
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The multiples of 3 are:

The multiples of 10 are:

A multiple of 3 and 10, and a common denominator iss____
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Multiples of 4 are:

Multiples of 10 are:

A multiple of 4 and 10, and a common denominator is: -
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The multiples of 2 are:

The multiples of 10 are:

A multiple of 2 and 10, and a common denominator is; ___
3 7 _
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. The lowest common multiple of 9 and 3 is:
4

9

-

[

———————

4. Subtract. Write the answer in simplest form.

5 1 2_ 5 _
aQ) - 6= b)s—-1=
5 2 2 3
97-%5= Lk St g —

5. Complete thls  magic square so that the sum of every row, colurnn, and chagonal is 1..
Wirite all fractions in simplest form.
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6. Jie weeds 2 of her garden on Friday, and on Saturday
How much of the garden still needs to be weeded?




